India

Newsletter of: the Rurél Action Project




o For limited circulation.
This ig not publication.

This is for intern=l discussion o

OTHER INDTIA
A news letter of the
PIDT

Vﬂl- 1 ] Nn.d,igﬁ'j.

People's Institute for Development end Training
2, Kaushalya Park, Hauz Khas, New Delhi -110016



2e

3.

4,

EDNT ENITS

People's Science Movement West Bengal
Perspective - 5. Sarkar and §S. Haldar

The Genesis of People's Institute for
Rural Action = Sanat Kumar Mal

Youth Training Camp at Bavaria Lolony -
Muzaffar Nagar (U.P.)

28th January to 2nd February 1983 - Pitam
Singh, Bhoop Singh, Rajender Kumar Kokcha
and Alok Sagar

Do Poor Have Friends - Ratna Prakash

Sakhi=-Phool = Ramanand Prasad Yadav

17

33

39



_PEDPLE'S SCIENCE MOVEMENT

WEST BENGAL PERSPECTIVE

S. SARKAR
S, HALDAR

In West Bengal, People's Science is notfust a
recent slogan, Great.scientisﬁs like / harya J.C,Bose,
P.C.Roy, Satyen Bose, Meghnad Saha etc, were not Just
of men of laboratory, They Telt straong commitment for
the society all arounhd, These leaders uf{science have
bequeathed various ideas, programmes, institutions in
West Bangal - which have made ground-WDrk in the field
of People's Science, Some of them were active in anti-
imperialist struggle aganinst British; even after
independence many continued thinking and working in the
interest of the.people;

- But the reality in present Bengal shows a gloomy
picture altogeth®r, West Bengal has gone down to eleventh
position‘in-literacy, position of electrical energy and
productivity declining iﬁ proportion, Agony for social

change is flowing underneath,

People's Science hzss been ushered and is being
nurtured in West Bengal in & vigorous way, Various
science organisations and science associations speaking
in the interest of the common people were and are being

formed, But men of didication and demotratic spirit



are becoming gradually minority in these associ=tions,
Progressive and haopeful ocrganisations havec gradu=lly
become bureaucratic, traditional and basically isolated

from the common people, about whom they talk so much,

In the namgiof;party_ﬁégitiéé'aﬁd5pabty interaction
in social pragrammeé; 6bliticaiisafion hss become all-
pervesive in West Bengal. Many committed individuals and
some voluntary grouns have beeﬁ.fohnd impatient in their
emption to form or join politicel parties, launch
programmes in nvar-enthusiasm, ultimately isolating

themseclves from the people for lack of preparatiaon,

People's Science attempts in West Bengal are to be
understood in this perSpuc+1vé To leern from the people
is yet to be prrctised by scientxsta‘asc1Pnce-lov1ng pﬂopl”
of the state They are yet to reallzc ‘nfrastructure
tuday is not developed accordlng ‘to people's. asplratlon
and 0art1c1pat1bn. Various forums, clubs and- aqsoc1at10ns
have been farmed, which maintain mixad character, Vérious
individualistic tendencies matched with radiant attitude
af some and some with old, traditional belief are present
in different platforms, Scientifié Workers!' Forum,
Béngiya Vigyan Parishst, Bikshan, Chhandabrati, Gana-
Vigyan Samannaya Kendra, Eeastern India Science Club
Assnociation are some of the grganisations which try
propégation of scientifipchlturcs amang the massecs
through different media like Eulletins} magazines, visits
throughout the state, posfcring, direct»contaéts and
progrémmes pte) -Thore is_def;nitcly difference in .

approaches, but in many suchiplétfofﬁs there are formal




scientists and technologists who want te positively
contribute to people’s struggle by people's power,
There are a2lso certain groups of activists, whn ars
working at grass-root and are egager to contribute
towards People's Science Movement, Due to 1lack of
linkage and groups being limited to small pockets,
So-ordination is guite feeble,

In this perspective, Eastern Indis Science Club
__Assaciation (E,1.5.C.A,) has heen able to affiliate
nearly hundred science clubs of the sbate, Mode of
functioning of E.I.5.,C.A, is also in a decentraliscd way,
so that science clubs have been found going from strength
to strength gradually through this association. E.I.5,C.A.
is trying & broad platform and an intimate link with
grass-root activists working at different places., Inspite
of naivety at the initial stage, E,I.S.C.A. is ably trying
to oncourage, initiate differont science club  scattered
throughout the state in villsges and towns. These Science
clube alongwith voluntary orgnanisations of genuine pro-
peaple zttitude can forge an effective People's Secience
Movement in the state, Inspite of dif -rent sociolpgical
odds, today sciepce is the strongest weapon which people
of the State can use to siruggle against social oppression,
In this connection, E.1,S5.C,.A, organized seéminars; crosse
visits, common meetings and conferences of science clubs
#nd encouragement of pro-people programmes of clubs,
Audiovisual methods, befitting posters, dramas have also
been utilised by many member clubs and friendly associations
and forums,



In November last a mezting of the various scicnnn
clubs in West Bengal wns held in Chaksimultals work
centre of Chhandebrati, In the past such attompts at
bringing the groups togethor and co-ordinating their
efforts has not becﬁ a happy ekpcrioncc; The rcasons
weres (2) Since various groups observad a closeod pattern
of operetian, this did not epcourage mutual cducation
(h) High expectation frém co«ordinating team and
consequent disappointment and {(c) Middle class temperament
of argsniscrs . tonded ta'be cedlows on-wd-prdination and

- correspondence affair, .
rre Aair,

The .co=- crdlnators at Chaksimultala trlad to change
the tradltlon. Confcraﬂce was open .in-pature,. TDplC of
dlscu581on was not pre—lmposed as mutual sducation was to
be given a prcmlum. Every group gave a short account of
‘what it is doing and how. Except for the location of
individual groups, the co-ordinateors did not attempt to
giué any other ready-made information about thom, The
idea was that the groups should know cach other by mutual

visits and correspondence,

The deliberations of the meetiny evolved a plan
for understanding crch other's effaorts, A small team of
men volunteered to visit groups and prepare a report
within March 1983, Main points of study was detailed

out as Tollows

{a) 'what', 'haw' and 'why! of the groupg;
(b} Mode of lcadership, relation between leader-
ship and members, and members and people

around;
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(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(1)

Mode of operation: whether the group follows
mainly protestive or aegitative model, or

takes cconomic programmes among common peobnle,
or conscientises people by -.ultural medie

or adopts all three or any two;

Problems the group faces within the organisatisn
and outside in the sncial, economic and the

political environment in which it works;

How the group percecives social structure of
the country, what level of change it perceives

and how it relates this programme;

Source of funds for groups! programmes and

individual livelihood of member;

How the group plans its proo-ammes;

Whether, and if so how, the group plans or
undertakes inclusion of women in its fold or

form separate women's organisation;

Type and tharacter of programmes the groups

plans in which other groups participate,

It was decided that the next conference will be

ield in April 1983, Conference came to an end with the

wope that there will be better interaction among the

jraups in future,




THE GENESTS _ 0Ff
PEDPLE'S [IMSTITUTE FOR. 2URAL  ACTTON

SANAT . KUMAR MAL_

Introduction:

Peaplet's Institute for Rural Action (PIRA) is an
organisation voluntary youth: men and women located at
Manasri in Howrah district of West Bengal. PIRA literally
means the oppressed. Its objective is tr strive for a
change in the socisl, economic and political conditions of
the oppressed and dsprived people in the area, It endcavours
to organise these rural poor and make them self-reliant
through mass action. PIRA firmly believes that an all-
round development of these deprived sections can be brought
about only through orgenising the péople; |
Treining Camp: a

PIRA held a training cemp for one week 12th to 18th
June 1962, at its central office. Thirty-two ydung men and
five women participated in the camp, The participants came
from the interior and backward villages Df.HDWrah and
Hooghly districts, The villages are in Udaynerayanpur,
Amta I and Amta II blocks of Howrah'dfstr t and Khanakul
I and Khanakul II blocks of Hooghly district.

The participants, whom we cAn cell as cadres

consisted of 5 agricultural labourers, 7 marginal farmers,



9 students, 10 educated unemployed, 1 t2 cher and 5 sacisl
workers, The education~l qualificetion of the cedres' was
as follows : 5 Graduatss, 3 Higher Secondery, 18 liadhyamik
School, 9 Class-VIII and 2 Primary School, The =2ge of the

cacdres ranged from 16 to 43 years,

The camp started at 6.00 P.M. on the 12th of June
1982, with cadres getting to know 2ach other as every one
of them gave & brief idea of their family, occupation,

villags etes

Each day's prngr2mme was decided by the cadres,
Principal agenda af the camp commenced from the 13th
morning., Problems of sach village was identified and
written on the black~board. In all 27 problems were
listed., The list generally indicated th:. lack of college,
hospital, post office, road, bridge, credit fagilities
etc, Then came the question if these conditions are met
can categorize 2 villags/area as ﬂeveloped. It was
then reslized even where these focilities are availshle
B0 per cent of the population did not meke use of it and
only 20 per cent of the relatively affluent sebtion of the
community benefitted. Nearly 70 per cent of the countrvw's
paopuletion is illiterate, the situation being worse in
rural areas. It is not there are no schools. The prablem
is that mo=st of our children do not get anywhere neoer the

getes of these schools,

The facilities are inadequate, But the problem is
more serious, Even the existing facilities are not utilisecd

due to ignorance and lack of awareness., i their present

= -



state the poor are cxploited from 211 zrgles. The verious
modes of exploitation, the condi%tions of agricultural
labourers and poor farmers were discussed. How the
agricultural labourers for want of gainf  employment leave
rural Areas and are exploited by their industrial

employers was debeted,

The discussion on exploitation led the participant®s
to ways of preventing it, It was soon clecar that the :
voluntary cadres on their own cannot achizve much and any
success would depend upon active participation and
involvement of the oppressed peonle themselves. Therefore
the first step the cadres would look forward is to earn
the trust of egricultural labourers and poor farmers.
There would be education of the messes, which will raise
their consciousness. Mass Zonsciousness would be
translated into a mass movement, which in turn lead to a
mass ravolution, Finally there would be liberation of

MassSESs,

A whole day was spent rdiscussing the problems of
women and ways to solve them. At first, most of the male
cadres were suspicious abonut physical strength and mental
ebility of women. Soan these suspicious vanished when
examples of women's competenecy and breeking away from
complacency in different cauntries were given. The
particip=tion anc enthusiz2sm of women cadres on topic
concerning them were redeeming., It was minutely discussed
that a woman can and does much more physical work than

her mals counterpart, She does it selflessly and gets no



recognition for the same. She is regarded as a servent
without any wage payment, While men want to restrict
yomen to four walls of her women, some nf the womzn are
ageinst their ema@ncipation and believe in the torture of
their sect. Therefore, dowry and rape are on the increase
in our country. Unless the women awaken and rise, these
problems cannot bs solved, Stressing the need for womon's
orgenization, it was accepted that the women cadre preosent

there will have to play a major role in this direction.

We discussed the above mentioned topics dividing the
cadres into 6 or 7 groups so that everyoi.c could express
himself/herself fre=ly., There were two kinds of groups 3
those consisting of vocal persons and the other comprising
of less vocal, In each group an experienced worker of

PIRA was present te take notds of the discussion,

Cn the laest day we discussed our gains from the
camp, Everybody admitted that he/she has:learnt to think
in an entirely new manner about the problems of our society.
Our idea of development got a new meaningt It was agreed
that we should maintain close communication amongest our-
selves a2nd that cadres of PIRA would meet the first sunday

of svery month.

The cadres also chalked out a pror—amme of work to
be carried out when they return to their villages. They
would collect songs connected with mass-awakening and
mass-~liberation, evolve methods of adult and child education,

initiete gams snd exercise for physical fitness and have
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people'’s first-aid kit. The propasal for cultur”L'
activities in the villages was received with all

erthusiasm by most of the cadres.

Thore was no place for lecture in nur.cemp. The
discussion was based on fre= and frenk dialogué.. There
were‘quéétions and answers, case studies; role play and
discursion of data relating to_locai, di -trict, state and
national environment. Even though everyohe w@? given
equel opportunity to participate, it should be =admitted

that agricultural labourers and women talked less.

The Cadres participated elsa in the management of
the camp. They owned the camp as their own and @t the

end of it became the members of the PIRA.

Nothing was imposed; nothing was accepted blindly,
Everything was considered and debated on the basis of our
intellect and expericnce. Discarding the traditional
teacher, student relationship, we trind to reduce and

overcameé pur hesitation, fear and shyness,
Review of Six Months Activity after the =~ aining Camp 3

Work heas been started in the district of Howrah
ond Hooghly in 35 villages of two blocks. These villages
have number of organisations whosc activities were
confined to games and sports, physical exercise and some
cultural proagrammes such as play acting, mono-acting,
recitation ete, They also celebrete the birthdays of

gredt men, The activists of FIRA went to those villages
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and tried to chenge the programmes and nethod of work of
these organisetions, They have chosen perticularly the
villages where the low caste and oppressed people livec,
They did not respond to the activists in the initial stage
because thoy were -used to a different approach of local
village politicel leaders and were influenced by theam,

But efter their best effort they developed a close touch
with the children and the youth who work ~s cowhered,
agricultural labourer, etc, They also dévaloped rappart
with the young girls who collect cow-dung or collect
shell from the river and to sell in the market, Through
these young friend they became ~ccepted by the peaple of
the villages. Now they are trying to organise the people

through educatian,

Existing youth clubs or libraries in the working are
area of PIRA had 2 lot rivalry and little understanding
among them. One club did not know what the other club
was doing. But competition was there which led to quarrel
and arguments among. themselves, There was wasteful
competitions in expenditure af Pujas, therefore these youth
clubs were of not much use in micro-level orgénisational
work, But interaction with PIRA has taught them to come
togethgr and start work in co-operation with each ather.
Today there is a joint effort for organisational work
encompassing the whole area, PIRA is working in 35 villages
with 3% village level organisations, with an bpbjective
to bring them togethz2r to make the action stronger, and
to learn from each other. Now these orgenisations are
gaining confidence that non-politicel gr 1p also can work

in the village and also can take up actions,




12

PIRA hes_succcssfully”ffninﬂd the wb&kers who werc
frustrated and doubtful sbout wWarking in villagd. The
training has cleared hclr mind and freed them from fear.
Now they have started worklng with the pecople by composing
songsy writing play, efe. Village girls and youths are .
also ‘asking for the PIRA's hand writtern journsl which is
PIRA's Mouth-piece., They have enough confidence to talk
in the mesting to.put thclr views forward etc.. DBne gixl
who had studied upto Bth class has written one pleay of. .
about: 50 pages on a Mahila Samiti which has also encouraged
PIRA workers. PIRA is thinking to stage that play., PIRA

have 2lso composed few street drama.

Those eclubs which were formed only to receive. the
benefits from Government and misappropriate them appears
to have changed through interactions with PIRA, These
clubs have started wnrking on basic issues and problems of
the people. They now approach +he Government or other A
Hcvelopmcn+al agencies when need is felt, PIRA has
startod one night school after the camp. In this village
there were na facilities for cducation, All the
participants (age varics from G_years to 16 years)
contribute 10 paise eacH for kerosene oil. They have
‘bought thclr books on their own. They have also started

Sav1ngs from that amount

' We have come ovéf.the differences betwean the boys
and girls amaong Dufsalﬁes as well as in the villages, 1In
PIRA training camp there was no segregation between girls
and boys. 4Ye have taken our food together, we danced and

sang together, People have overcone their taboo "Do girls




13

o the meeting?" The girls are also praving thoir
fficiency as schnol teachers in school exg=zniscd by the
illage clubs. The girls have 2lsp overcome fear and
iesitation of going out and thus they have gained faith
if people, The girls have prcved thet coming out of home
i"d work is not @ sign of corrupt character. They have
ilso felt that they have vital role to play in social

development.

There is a village caonsisting of 30 families who
were earning their livelihood by selling liquor. Inspite
of ‘the non-co-operation of the political groups the
villagers stopped preparing liquor through our cffort.
The women have started working in the field (harrowing)
and proved that they can also work in the field. The
work opportunity of male labour may have been adherely
affected. The women have started trading of vegetables
and selling ricz. We (PIRA) think that these activities
of women will lessef the daminance ant¢ exploitation of men
st home and in seociety, It has been thought to give some
more thought to develop programmes so that women can wark

alongwith men.

Few discussion camps were arranged within the period
of last 6 months at Haridhara, Gurugarh, Balichak, Ambagar
and Manashree and discussed common problems of the women
of lower middle class. In all camps participants varied
from 15 - 20, Common problems and solutions raised by the
groups was independent income source for the women for
which till now we daon't have any plan. Though women of ell

classes are exploited but our initial target is poor class,
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There arc quite &2 few youth clubs who beliove in
~ideology of Vivekananda including Manas ree PIRA'n hcoad-
quarter, PIRA arranged 2 moeting with 211 suchAclubs
where it was discusscd how we coan use Swamiji's idoolagy
in rur~l dcvelopment, Swamiji Jdevoted his life to organise
pcople's power through education. But the many so-call .d
Vivekanand: clubs have startcd “Yorshipping statues of
Vivekananda and spent all their time iﬁ discussions which
were confined to them only, kceping eside Swamiji's
ideology. 70 pcople participated in the discussian
includ ng Msharaj of Ramakrishna Mission a&nd othcrs who
believe in swamiji's ideology end its implementation,
PIRA took this as a strong toocl for rural dovelopment.
Womon cadres &lso participated whereas this participation
was naot normelly allowed in Ramakrishne Vivekanande
training camps., PIRA has printed & paper on the duty of

followers of Swamiji.

Those boys and girls who were influenced by politicel
lcaders #nd were used as pawn, by thesc leaders have
stopped going to them. Therefore the political groups
have start?™ commenting that PIRA is a new and different
political party which has no relation with C.P,M. Congress
and even Anand Marg., Thosc who were running after the
political lecaders understood th=2t they were only running
after mirages and that thcocy had no independence of actions,
Fow member have alrcedy decided to work in the village
with their own existing resources without any of high
consumption. Many of them are giving time of PIRA by
doing private tutorship., Few of them are thinking of

joint ventures in industrial aspect. It is clear to
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everybody that PIRA wants to get their suppnort withou®

promising anything in return. So whoever com:s and joins
PIRA is very clear that they are not going to get any job
etc, Whoever is joining hand with PIRA are doing so ou®

of personal interest and inspiration,

Praogrammess have been taken for children also., Apart
fram formal education, we are trying to train them through
exercise, "bratachari" (=n alternative to Boys Scout
Movement) recitation ete. to bring out the talent in them,
Through our programme they are not only learning to read
and write but elsp learning other aspects of life., Our
cducetion programme is going on in 4 villages, main
objective is to make future solider of people's freedom

mavement ,

PIRA arrangzs atledst one meeting in every month
(for one full day nr half a day) to dis-ss all the
problems faced by the warker and help them to sort out the
problems on their own, PIRA has arranged 8 meetings

till to-date.

We are trying to tell the people that development
tloecs not come by having schools, colleges, hospitals, roads,
bridge etc. On the other hand, we are trying to make them
understand how to use their own resources far their own
benefits without going %o the political chamchas, We hope
to make self-dependent societies. PIRA hates dependency
because dependirig on others wec are spoiling our energy

and image.

All the workers are trying and preparing themselves

to attend seminars/meetings at state levrl and national
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levels. Few members have attended such mectings and have
learnt 2bout other orgenieation end helping eech sther to

come together to work in breoader way a2t state level,

Alongwith other activitics PIRA has a programme for
library, songs party, cleanliness, health an:’ femily plann-
ing, children a~d adult educatinn, physicsl exercisc,
sports and games, to publish wall news, savings, otc,

Every activity is geared to incrcese peaple's conscenti-

zationagdpcople's power through pro-people education,

We are trying to use science in production and other
cconomic activitios apart from social activities.
Programmes have been adopted for handiereft, gardening,
plantation, animal husbandry, increase in production, ectc,
All the tasks have been done voluntarily by our warkors,
There is no paid worker at PIRAs Almost all the workers
are from poaor familﬁg(l?ndmholding varins from 2 bighas ta
10 bighas). We are cncaufaging the workers to become
sclf-dependent, Few joint economic activities will be

teken up.

_ '.Because of political affiliatians of.some and
peréonal problems of some pthers,only 15 Qnikérs out of
37 who participated in the training camp arc with us. Due
to their own financial problems these workers are not able
to dovote full time for PIRA. We are not satisfied with'
our performance. But we hope, our consistency, confidence

and honesty should help us to realiZe our goals.



YOUTH TRAINING CAMP AT BAVARIA COLONY - MUZZAFFAR MAGAR
w.r.)

28th JANUARY TO 2nd FEBRUARY 1983

PITAM SINGH, BHDOP SINGH, RAJENDER KUMAR KOKCHA
AND ALOK SAGAR*

PIDT has opened a new area of operation in Un
block of Muzzaffar Nagsr district in Uttar Pradesh., 1In
this area, we are working with Bavaria community, which
is said to have migrated froﬁ Rajasthan, Bavaria's were
labelled as criminal tribe during the British times,
This badge still persists to be a burden on them and are
har#iseed ' even for the wrongs they might.not be doing.
We had recently organised a camp in the area, A resume
of the delibkerations thereof are presented here,

In the fpllowing paragraphs, we have tried to
present the deliberations of the training camp as they
took place, Deciding of the agenda and revising the
same, which invelved an element of repet’ tion have been
authentically portrayed, Likewise issues raised and
debated out of coptext from the topic at hand, appear
as they occured during the deliberations, While an
attempt to critically evaluate the process of people's
thinking may be absent, we have tried to reproduce here
the process of deciding the issues for discussion,
deliberating on them and arriving at decisions, evidenced

- by the Bavarias,

e e e S S Gan S e Sy Sl I S B SO das G e

Except Alok Sagar, who is an lndependant activist, the rest
are members of PIDT,
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The participants at the camp wer2 men and women
Trom each af the 12 Bavaria villages. They reprcsanitad
honest enthusiaestic persons who would take initiative
in bringing about a sotial transformotion of their
oppressed community. It was agreed that they would
attend all the 5 days of the camp. That many of the
males were educated, was an sdvantage from the point of
view of communication, The percentage of those who

could read and write was lewer among the females,

To identify the participants for the camp,
meetings were held in different villages, The experience
was varicd, In some villages, meetings were well
attended and as a8 result the selected candidates reflected
people's choice, In others, where the - -etings were
thinly attended, village leaders made the choice,
Further, while in some villages as high as 10 women were
selccted, in few others-not a single woman's name was
proposed, At the end, we had a list of 52 men and 22

women,
28th January 1983

A ceremonial function was arranged to inaugurate
the training cemp. finart from the local Government
functionaries, Shri S.K.Kaul, Deputy Commissioner for
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe, Government of
India and Shri Subhachari Dasgupta, Director, People's
Institute for Dovelopment and Training were present.
Due to inclemont weather on the day, th. 3Savaries

could not ctome te the function in large numbers as
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expected, There was a discussion between them and the
Government officials on problems of Bavaria community
and their needs of development., An effort was also made

to analyse the past attempts at uplifting the community.

At the end of the day we, the co-ordinating team,
prepared the following list of issues for discussion on

the next day @

1) Education, 2) Stcaling, 3) Liquor Consumption,

4) Corruption by Police and Government Officials,

5) Irrigation, 6) Failure of Soap Factory and 7) Training
in Tailoring Skills, As it turn®d aut, v . did not have
to put-forth these issues, The participants themselves

indicated them,

29th January 1983

Number of Participants : 50 males and 16 fcmales,
Co~ordinating team : Pitam Singh, Bhoop Singh,
Rajender Kumar Kokcha, Subhachari Dasgupta and

Alok Sagar.

Opening the discussion, we asked the participants
to indicate the issues they would like to discuss, The
following issues were identified s 1) Education, 2) Land
Reforms, 3) Employment for the Unemployed. 4) Corruption
by Police and Government Officials, 5) Child Marriage,

6) Electricity, 7) Social Evils, 8) Indebtedness,

9) Stealing, 10) Consumption of Liguor, 11) Religious
Rit.wls, 12) Tailoring, Knitting and Embroidery, 13)
Dowry, 14) Failure of Seap Factory, 15) Development of
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Health Centre, 16) Postal Scrvices, 17) Roads and
18) Family Planning,

As should be obvious, all the i iugcs, we a5

co-ordinators had thought relevant, were included in
peoples' list. It was agreed that the deliberatiaons
of the camp would comm#ce on cach dey at 10.00 hrs,
and close at 16,00 hrs, Lunch was fixed at 13,00 hrs,
Everyday mecal would be preparcd for 50 people, In the
event more numhdr attended the eamp, the participants
decided that no extra-foad wauld be prepared and the

same quantity would be shared among all prescnt,

The day began with the topic of oducation,
Connotation of the term, problems encountered in
agfuiring education and the ways to overcome the problems
were discussed, Sipce the first topic occupied considerable
time, reservations were expressed whether all the
topics listed could be covered in § day.. A shorter list
was prepared consifdering the priority of various issues
and aggrogating them, The new list ipcluded the follawing
issues ¢ 1) Education, 2) Land Reforms, 3) Corruption by
Police and Government Officials, 4) Child Marriage, Dowry,
Secial Evils, Religious Rituals and Family Planning,
5) Electricity, Health Centre, Postal Services, Reads, etc,
6) Ihdebtedness, 7) Failure of Soap Factory, 8) Internal
Conflicts, 9) Consumption of Liquor and 10) Employment,

Tailoring, Kinitting and Embroidery.
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The 66 participants present were divided into 10

roups, and each group was assigned a topic, Each group

onsistad of 6 or 7 members, Care was taken to distribute

he female participants among all the groups, Group

‘ormation was left to the participants, The various

jroups discussed their assiogned subject until lunch,

In the afternoon, all the groups assembled

together, The group on education which presentcd its

analysis emphasized the following aspects 3

1)
2)

3)

4)

Everybody should have knowledge of letters,
Education is a must for women,

Free education should be provided to children

in the age group 5=14 years and

Priority should be given to adult education.

An action plan drawn to achieve the above

abjectives detailed out the various steps :

1)
2)

3)

4)

Educated persons will be appointed as teachers.

Data on the educated and uneducated in different
villages will be collected,.

Payment to tescher's services will come from

subscriptions from the villagers,

A place wauld be selected for t.2 school to

operate,
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5) A Samiti, size varying with the ;> pulation, would
be constituted in every village, to liaise with
the teachers and evolve a strategy for impAarting

educatione.

6) Samiti will also consider the suitability and
involvement of the teacher in the functioning of

the local primoery level school.

7) Efforts would be made to have a school for girls
in the colony with a lady teacher from Bavaria

community.

B) Students will subscribe towards the salary of the
lady teacher,

9) In the girls school, training in ta2iloring, knitting
and embroidery would be provided, apart from the

other curricula,

10) For tailoring, knitting and embroidery, the
Bavaria community will seek assistance from the

Government,

11) A demand would be mede for Ashram school to educate

the oppressed sections.

12) fiovernment assistence would be sought to provide
stipend, books foxr children and for raising the

school structure,

13) Efforts would be made to have a library and reading

room in the colony.

14) There will be an Anchalik Samiti to overview the

education system in all the 12 Bavaria villages.
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30th January 1983

Number of Participants : 61 males and 17 femsles
Co-ordinsating team : Pitam Singh, Bhoop Singh,
.Rajender Kumar Kokcha, Subhachari Dasgupta and

Alok Sagar,

Many of the points discussed during the previous
day were reviwed, A few more ideas were added ¢

Data would be collected regarding the crafts-
skills available within the community, such as mat making,

tailoring, embroidery, charka, making of naevel-string etc.

Bricks from the unused well of the colony would
be used for building the library and reading room. PIDT's
help would be sought to start a newsletter and also to

arrange availability of few newspapers,

Shrimati Mousam from Khanpur Kala Village consented
to provide the services af teacher in her village in the
initial stage. Expenditure of the school would be
borne from student subscriptions until the school gets
the recognition and aid. PIDT would co-operate in the

people's efforts.

Propagation of home science would be given

priority.
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The second group was concernced with Child Marriag:
Dowry, Social Evils, Religious Ritu~ls =nd Family Planning
Most of the participants evinced little interest in
their presentation. Even though meny -Argued,  ensuing
debate led nowhere.' ﬁavérthlesé.the following points

were caoncedoed to

1) Transfer of assets from either partners of

marriage should be curbed,

2) Only the invities would ettend he wedding

celebra2tions,

3) Minimum age for marriage would be 17 and 1% for

males and females respectively.

4) Efforts would be made to spread family planning

education,

5) People will be educated on the religious aspect
of their life.

6) Curb the present practice of entertaining anti
social outside elements with liquor and such

other things in the village would be curbed,

" Thereafter. the group on Land Reform presented
its report, which stressed the need for irrigation
faciliéies. land rlevelopment, converting follow lands
into cultivable ares, bullocks for ploughing, supply of
seeds, fertilizers and pesticides in required qﬁ?ntities
at right time, In additinn. it was pointed out that
lands belonging to Bavaria should not be sold to out-
siders, It was felt that the last mentioncd issues needed
detailed discussions and the same can be postponed to
February 1st,
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31st January 1983

Participants : 67 males and 12 females

Co-ordinating team 3 Pitam Singh, Bhoop Singh,

Rajender Kumar Kokcha, Subhachari Dasgupta,
~Niloy Bhattacharya and Alok Sagar,

The day started with three of the participants
narrating some of their pressing problems, In one case
the issue was herrassment by police, A lengthy discussion

ensued but no definite conclusion could be arrived at.

In respect of the other two, the problem was
related to inter personal conflict, It was decided that
the issue should be discussed among sll nersans involved
in the particular case, The concerned persnh from Rampur
village would be ipvited the next day and the matter would
be decided when both the sides have presented their

viewpoints,

At this juncture, it was realised that the time at
our disposal ig insufficient to discuss all the issuses
listed previously, Therefore, it was decided that the
following 7 issues be covered : Caollection of Date relating
‘to Land Development, Land Levelling and Ploughing,
Irrigation, Supply of Seed, Fertilizers and Pesticides,
Internal Conflicts, Employment-Tailoring, Knitting and
Embroidery and Soap Factory, ©Seven groups were formed

to discuss these issues, The participants, an their own,
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agrecd that in the present group discussion efforts
should be made to arrive at some concrete suggestions.
The group on collection of data relating to

Land Dev slopment putforth the following suogestions :

In each village, a Samiti should be formed which
should include the village pradhan. The function af the

Samiti would bhe

The Samiti would collect the recuired deta relating to
land from the lekhpal, The information would include
data relating to land ownership, extent af irrigated and
unirrigated land} yields, landless labourers, land
devclopment, consolidation of lands and illegal appropri-
ation of lands, The food officers of tehsildhar would

be used te influence lekhpal to provide his help,

Thereafter the group on Land Levelling and
Ploughing putforth its suggestions 3

- Those farmers who have the required equipment would
level lands on their own and others would request for

tractor services from the Government,

~ Thosec farmers who have the necessary ‘uipment would
plough lands on their awn and others would request

assistance from Harijan Welfare Department.

The participants asked the group to obtain data regarding
farmors lacking in equipment and the extent of land
cultivated by them.



27

The group on Irrigation decided e following 3
A Samiti should be farmed in ecach village,

Data on irrigated and unirrigated lands would be

collected,

Demand for timely supply of canal water and

electricity would be made,

Demand for tube-well to irrigate the unirrigated

lands would be registered.

Demand for pumpsets for the tube-wells would also

be pressed,

Tubg-well would be located in a place agreed upon
by the Samiti, -
The beneficiaries would contribut- their voluntary

labour,

The Samiti would decide the payment for the

services of the tube-well operator,.

The Samiti would decide the size of boring, water
charges and opversee the management of'tube-wsil_

operation,

There would be one higher level organisation to
look after the aspect of irrigation in all the

Bavaria villages,
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The group which deslt with Supply of Seed,

Fertilizers and Pasticides made the following suggestions:

- Every village shauld have one Samiti to look

after the above aspect,

- The Semiti will find out the requirement of these
inputs,
- The Samiti will endeavour to ensure timely supply

of inputs,

- " The Samiti will arrange for ine"itutional credit
for the purchase of inputs and ensure repayment

at the Joane;

- PIDT would be requested to open a centre for the
supply of inpUuts. The Samiti would look after

the management of this centre,

1si February 1983

Participants ¢ 32 males and 14 females
Co-ordinating teams Pitam Singh, Bhoop Singh,
Rajender Kumar Kokcha, Niloy Bhattacharya and
Alok Sagar,

The day began with the discussion on inter-personal
conflict referred to thoe previpus dey. ‘oth the sides
prosented their view~-points, After lunch, 10 persans
selected by the participents deliberated on the issue,

As agreed earlier, the decisinn of 10 was accepted by
both the sides,
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A waman from Khanpur Jathan complaincd of a
person known as 'camrade' having come to the village
and abused and scarred the women, Immcdiately, many
other participants spoke of excesses nf 'comrade' they
have suffered, It was then decided 10-15 persons would
go and meet 'comrade' and his allies the same evening to

discuss the issue,

After that the group on Internal Conflicts
presented its analysis, According to the group,:
consumption of liquor was the main rcasen behind these
fights. Besides, ownership of land, po'itical affiliatians,
stealing, unemployment and lack of oducation give risec
to such differences, It was decided that these conflicts
should not be taken to police. O0On the other hand, Village
Penchayat should resolve them, If the Village Panchayat
fails, the Community Panchayat should assume the
roesponsibility af resclving the disputes, In the first
instance, the neighbourhood should try to bring about an
understanding betwesn the parties fighting, It is the
individuels involved in the conflict who should take the

issue to the Panchayat.

The curbing of liouor was emphasized again, In
a spountaneous response, three persons announced thet
they would forgo liquor fnr a period of time § one person
for a month, the second for 3 months anc the third for
a year, Five others stated that in future they would not

cansume liguor during the day.
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The ncxt group to present its repart was the onc
on Employment - Tailoring, Knitting 2nd Embroidery.
However, the group had discussed anly taileoring in grost
detail and had vory little to say about the other avenucs
of empleyment, The participants felt that the groups
presentation was incomplete, They asked the graoup to
obtzin data on employment and guantify among these
educated =2nd uneducated, Further, the participents found
it necessary for the group to look into the details aof
the following avenues 2 tailoring, knitting, embroidery,
rope making, soap manufacturing, biscuit preparation,
cycle repairing, radio repairing, motor repairing, ice
manufacturing, shop, dairy, poultry, sheep rearing,
pisciculluse, typing, cpoortunities in Government jobs
for the educated, bullock cart, horse-cart and fFood for

Work Pragramme,

The group aon Seap Manufacture outlining the
future strategy, took stock of the resources available
with the community, These were 3 building, two pans
and technicians : Puran (Mastgadh), Radhesham (Dudhali),
Rajaram and Gebind (bnth from Khanpur Kala), They
required other accessories for soap manufacture, financial
aid, idea of marketing and a foreman at tho factory,

It was emphasized that the porsans working in the soap
factory should be needy, honest, social minded persons
and should have some formal education, There would be
a cammittee of 20 men and 6 women, with a president,
vice-president, secrﬂtary and treasurer, ta supervise

the activity of soap factory, The managing committec
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would caonsist of the manager, workers and sales persans,
The nrofits would be utilised for repaying the old and
new debts, payment of wages, social welfare and savings,

’

2nd February 1983

?articipan%s ¢ 36 males and 24 fcmales
Co-oxdinating team : Pitam Sing' . Bhoop Singh,
Rajender Kumar Kokeha, Nilay Bhattacharya and

Alok Sagar, .

The participants suggesttd to the groun on
Employment to include band party as a possible: source of
empbloyment in their study., Alsg, to the 18 issuecs listed
on the secand day, the participants felt it néccssary to

add - publication of activities in the Bavaria colany,

On the previous day, a group of people had gone
to meet 'comrade' at Ved~ki-gadi, They reported back
that 'comrade' and his allies have assured that they have

no i1l feelings towards the Bavaria community.

The main agenda for the day was o review the
procecdings of the camp and chalk out a plan for the
follow~up of important decisions arrived at thereof.
Reviewing the proceedings it emerged that there should
be three Samitics for ¢ 1) Land Devaslopment, 2) Education
and 3) Employment, in ecach of the Bav=ria villages. In

evory village, the people would decide the size of the



DO POOR HAVE FRIENMDS?

———— — —— M ST Y A el e

RATNA PRAKASH

Lakhnu is a poor man belonging to Daom caste. His
house is located near the railway line north of Kari-
'muddinéur village in Gazipur district, For his livelihood
Lakhnu makes bamboo baskets and fans and sells them., In

this his family members help him,

The incident is two years old and the occasion was
Lakhnu's daughter's marriage, Since the girl had attained
youth, her merriage was a great concern for Lakhnu, The
Harijans in the village had to safeguard their grown-up

daughters from the lusty desires of Bhumihars,

Lakhnu was fortunate to find a match for his
daughter in a nearby village and marriage was fixed on 5th
of May 1980. The house was cleaned and %he near relatives
and friends were invited. The ladies sang songs and the
atmosphere was filled with joy. The Barat also came at
the scheduled time and after the ceremony there was the
marriage'dinner.. There were a few rituals to be‘completed
after the dinner., With that Lakhnu and family went to
sleep, There was a sensc of satisfactic mixed with

happiness and relief,

The tranquility of the sleeping souls was however

short lived, They were awakened by a fierce storm. There.
7

was now chaos all around, The storm stopped after some-

time but more serious troubles were just to 'begin.
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Near Lakhnu's house there is a well, which is the
only source of water for the Harijan Basti, Early in
the morning when the ladies reached the well to draw
water, they saw a dead body floating on it. Amezed,
ladies informed others and in no time 1 = whole village
had congregated neartho spat. It took sometime to identify
the dead body as that of Lakhnu's relative who had come
from Calcutta to attend the wedding.

There was §loom all around now, Saome of the
women attributed the incident to Lakhnu's daughter,
The bride now stood degraded., Her marriage was

viewed inauspicious, b

The Spearhead Team Members had organized in the
village a Samaj Sudhar Samiti and alsc the Yuvak Mandal
Dal. The members of the Samiti communicated the incident
to police station., At the instance of the officer
inchargeythe Samiti members and the youth removed the
dead body to police station where 'Pancha-nama' was
performed., After fulfilling the necessary formalities,

the police sent the dead body to Gazipur for post-mortem,

As per the orders of station incharge,the
constable put Lakhnu into lock-up and allowed The
others to return., YWhen Laskhnu asked the constahle why
he has been arrested, the latter's reply was "It may
be possible that after killing the man, you have thrown
him intoc the well, You now want to tell us that he
died by falling intoc well due to heavy storm™. Hearing
this Lakhnu trembled with fear.
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In the meantime, the old landlord Badri Singh Rai
reached Lakhnu's house, After the usual courtecsics,
showing his grave concern for Lakhnu and his family,
~he said "The darogaji (Policeman) is asking for Rs.1100/-
to release Lakhnu, If the amount.-is not paid he will'be
beaten and sent to jail, Perheps, you are aware after
police .beating no man has been able to work, Alse in your
family yleaving Lakhnu there is nobody to work. If he goes
to jail your entirec family will be ruined., But Lakhnu is
my own man, I don't like that your houd® should be
destroyed. You know, I never came to Harijan b asti before,
I have come today only because of my nearness to Lakhnu.
You should not waste any time in arranging for the money.

I will see -that Lakhnu is released",

Lakhnu's wife tried to get the required money by
pledging the ornaments bzlonging to her and a few close
reletives, But that was not enough, Badri Singh Rai
helped. in borrowing the remaining amount from the Mabajan

at a very high rate of interecst.

. Badri SingH'Rai is known'to be,a notorious agent
of the police, Some of the Samiti members and the youth
could sensec thé cthpiracy. They called a meeting in
which it was decided that 211 of them @ ould go to the
police station., They alsoc decided not to spend any
moncy for the rclease of Lakhnu, .All these discussions

were conveyed to Lakhnu's wife..
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Bihari Singh Rai is the Sarpanch of Karimuddinpur
Nyaya Panchayat, He is a staunch cnemy of Badri Singh
Rai, When he came to know about Badri Singh's designs
end people's preparation to expose hir. he would not
lose such an opportunity. Therefore, he too accompanied

the people to the police station,

Approximately |60 persons marched together the one
kilometer way, At the police station the following

dialogue took place

Person fram village (With serrow), Sir, Have you
made & domand for Rs,1100/- for
releasing Lakhnu from the lock-
up? '

Station In-charge ' (Angrilly) No. Never, Who

wants to defame me?

Secend person from (Politely) Belra Sahib (Badri
Singh Rai) was telling that he

would scet Lakhnu free if we can

the village

give maoney to you,

Statian In-charge ¢ (Smiling) Babu Badri Singh Rai
is an honourable man of your
village, If he takes Rs,1100/-
or even mare on my bchalf,
what can I do? If you want to

waste rupmes, give him,

-

Third nerson Sir, if it is not so, why have

from the village : you locked Lakhnu?
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flice Station In-charge : I am waiting for post-mortor
report, This report will be
available till evening, If the
report says that the man has
committed suicide, I will rcleasc
Lakhnu with honour. If the man
was killed and was thrown into
the well, then we may have to

think of a case against Lakhnu,

The people came towards Harijan pBasti shouting

the following slogans 3

Badri Singh Ki Poelice Dalali ~ Nahi Chalegi, Nahi Chalegi
(Badri Singh's role as Police Agent - Will not be zllowed,
will not be allowed) |
Police Ke Dalal Ko - - Ek Dhakksa Aur Do, Ek Dhakka Aur Do
(To the Police Agent) -~ Sive one nore blaw, Give one

more blow)

Lekhnu's wife got her ornaments back fraom the money
lender, 1In the evenino the post-mortem report came and
Lakhnu was releasced, But the pplice did not take any
action e2painst Badri Singh Rai, The bound ties of
relation betwaen the rich and the police arc so strong

nothing can shake it.

At right a mceting of the Samiti, Yuvak Mandal
Del and the people took nlace. In the meeting some old
men heard saying bthat Bihari Singh Rai, the Sarpanch
Sahib helped them in neced, Though he was a man of repute,
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he came to Harijan Basti and latcy accompanied peaple to
‘the police station. But the youth hed a diffcrent

view " The prople like Sarpanch have no sympathy for

the poor, Hc accompanicd us because he wanted to

kill two birds at one shot ~ take his revenge against
Badri Singh Rai and at the sam2 time win our support,

He would have never gone to the police station taking
our case, And the police, they would never have
releascd Lakhnu without maney had we nnt gone to the

station.”
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AKHI-PHOOL

RAMANAND PRASAD _YADAV

Every society has its own customs and traditions,
Some of them have a long past and in many casss people
may not be able to trace the origin, OSakhi~phool is one
such custem, practised in many parts of Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, People only say that it has
come to them from forefathers, without being able te

ascribe any reasons to its origin,

Evidently the phrase sakhi-phool is a combination
of two words where sakhi means friendship and phool means
flower, Aside from the literal connot:s ‘iaon of the words,
perhaps the phrase can be taken to imply "Flower of

Friendship".

We have tried to understand this custom of sakhi-
phool in the context of oﬁr operational area viz, Shankar-
garh in Surguja district of Madhya Pradesh, WYWhile our
stay in the arce during the last nearly five ycars has
brought to us sufficient knowlcdge of the life style of
the tribals in Shankargarh, two villagcs were specifically
salected to collect the relevant data on thz custom of
gakhi~-phool., The extent to which sakhi<phool is practised
in these villages and the incidence of borrawing was
ascertained in respect of all the houscholds, We inter-
viewed 20 per cent of the households to obtain the
gualititative inforyation. Besides, wc neld some group

discussions also,
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Tablel: Population Charasctrristics of
Selected Villages, 1971

Village Population : Families
i Tyxibal . 5.L, Other Total

Seher ) _ 645 101 2 AT 120
Belkona- 8923 _ 119 4 ' 12 135
1538 220 6 29 255

Table 2 3 Extent to which sakhi-phool is Practlsed
in Selected Villages

Village - Practising " Not practising Total

Sakhi-phool §Sakhi=phool
Sehar = 902 - 1B 120
Belkona 120 15 | 135
222" 33 255

Table 3: Incidence of Borrowing e to
Sakhi-phaol in Selected Villages

Village ' Borrowed _ Not Borrowed Total
. L o practising
= Sakhi-phool
Sehar 48 - 57 102
Belkona S - 68 | 120

yT ' 125 222
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The selected villages were representative of the
area in the sense that the tribal population constituted
a preponderant majority (above 80 per cent) (Table 1),
In both the selected villages, nearly Y. per cent of the
families practiced sakhi-phool (Table 2), '

Generally it is the married people who get into
sakhi~phool relationship, Since there is the custom of
dining at each other, care is taken that the families
have the same number of children, If the unmarried
adopt sakhi-phool, it would be between the same scxes,
Even though one mostly has sakhi-phool with his/her own
caste, sometimes it takes place between familes belonging
to different castes., (One of the SHT members has a '
sakhi~phool relation with a tribal family)., It is said
that when you go end request somebody for sakhi-phool
relationship, the same should not be rejected, 1In other
words, it appears that the proposal is made only when
there is an assurance of positive responses. Genorally
when one wishes to propose sekhi-phool he/she choses a
person from a village which is eastwards, Even though it
is claimed that people can have sakhi-phool relation

with trees or animals, we have not secn any such instances,

When two parties agreec to have sakhi-phool tie,
they fix a day for the purpose, On the particular day,
both of them buy coconut, rice, incandescent sticks,
molassecs, betelnut and vermilion. They bring all these,
and also a dhoti and sari to be exchanged with their
counterparts, They assemble at an agreed place to

perform some rituals, Somctime a priest is invited to
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conduct the proceecdings. After the ritusls, thay cxehent.
the material and embrace cach other, The ceremnony ends
with an oath from either sicde thet they will be friends
from that cey onwards and remain so for ever, Later they
invite each other for fond, The coconut alongwith

some rice and coins, are hung on their doors as the mark

of sakhi-phool,

Pcople could not give any information to us when
and how the custom started. They only say that it has
come to them from the day's of their grandparents i,c.
more than 80 to 100 years before from now, While the
sakhi-phool relationship is taken to imply binding friend-
ship, morec so particularly in bad times, interestingly,
many of whom we interviewed stated that they would have
sakhi-phool fricndship when their conditions improve.
As sakhi~-phodl partners invite each other for food
sometime cvery year, the same incvitably cntails
expenditures, It lookf.. that this burden, rathecr than
the hope of getting help during bad times, loams very
heavily in the minds of the peoplec. Even so, we have
observed that nearly 90 per cent of the families follow
the tradition, A dceper probe has revealed that there

are a few superstitions at play in the background,

There is a belicf that there oxists an old woman
in the western side purveying the practice of sakhi-phoaol,
It is said that she visits the houses of those who have
not bothered to have sakhi-phdol friendeuip. She has a

broom, with which she sweeps the house and throws it away
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when she has completed the job, The people fcar that
the visit of the old woman is followed by a dcath

in the house,

Superstition behind seakhi-phool is backed-up bv
another story. Once a man went to jungle to collect
firewood., On his way back, he met a bear, The bear
pronosed to the man to be his sakhi. The man refused
stating that human beings cannot have sakhi-phecol with
animals, So saying, he went home only to find to his
dismay all his children dead. The villagers gathercd
and pursuaded the man to go back to the forest and accept
sakhi with the bear, The man did and to his pleasant
surprise all his children were playing when he returned
home a sgcond time., People believe that it was God who
ceme in the guise of bear to convey the importance of

sakhi-phool,

As earlier stated, we have been in this area for
the last five years, Sakhi-phool has been the topic of
discussion in innumerable conversations with individuals
and groups, But when we thought of studying the custom,
we had specific interviews with 50 individuals from two
villages who have accepted sakhi-phool, Some of the

typical responses arec rcecproduced below -

Questian (Q)

Did the old woman ever ct e to your

village for inspection?

Answer (A) No, Till today no old woman has came to

our village,
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Has anything gone wrong w.th the people wh:

have not made sakhi-phool?

No, Nothing has gone wrong with the families
who have not made sakhi-phool, They eare in

the same cnnditions as we are,

Has anybody died for not having practised
sakhi-phool?

No. We dont' knew of any such case,

Why do you make sakhi-phool?

Seeing others and for the safiety of our

children, We are afraid of sufferings.

What is your opinion abou.! sakhi-phool?

There is nothing wrong with sakhi-phool
system, It helps us to come claose to
another family, Sakhi-~-phool familics may
stand by ecach. other during times of need,
Since sakhi~-phool helps to create brotherly

relations, we have less quarrels,

asked how many eof them bad actually sought

help .from their sakhi friends, BD per cent

recported that‘thcy had not sought any help., Twenty

per cent received help in the shespe of loaning of cash,

bullock, plough ete, The former who copstituted a

prcponderant

futurec,

majority, also did nnt expect any help in
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Even the custom of cating at each othcr has been
waning. About Nin~% per cent of the interviewed said
that they took their own materials and cooked it them-
selves at their sakhi friends, But the initiation
cermony is observed by moat, Roughly they needed Rs,45/-
for the occasion, Nearly half of the respondents

required to borrow money for this purpase (Table 3),

Only a minority did not observe sakhi-phool,
Some of them did not find a matching family., Some had
fallen sick on the particular day. In a few cases aone
of the spouses was absent in the village due to some
engagements, Notwithstanding the liberal sanction,
inter-caste ties and sakhi-phonl with animals and trees
being rare, non availability of a match within the tribe

was another obstacle.,

W* % RN

The practise of sakhi-phool is an annually
recurring phenomenon, It occurs suddsaly and runs a
mild panic in the minds of thofpeople, who rush to
find their sakhi match if they have not done already,
During the last 50 years, there have not been more than
4-5 such occasicons, As yet, whenaver it eccured, people
have not enquired as to whercsfrom the fever started.
Such an enquiry at the next occasion would throw
suf ficient light on the reality of the situation and

also help to remaove the superstitions surrouding it.
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Presently the sakhi~-nhool sysi.-m is suppascd
to cut across class barriers, even though such instances
mey be few considering that majority are poor and belong
to the same class, Neverthless, even such stray instances
may turn out to be uncomfortable spokes in organising the
poor and such individuals would be under the false
illusions to kecp their sakhi-phool obligations.,

Even though the amicablé atmosphere of material
help in tribal arcas, cannot be attributed to sakhi-phool
and would have much to do with the native culture, the
potentiality of this tradition to forge strenger bondage
can be explored. When that is done, efforts should be
made to reduce the formalities which cntail costs,







